
UBC RESEARCH PROJECTS

UBC Astronomer confirms a  
new ‘Super-Earth’ planet
Jaymie Matthews, a University of British 
Columbia astronomer who doubles as a 
mission scientist with Canada’s first space 
telescope, put the technology to work to 
confirm the existence of a new planet 180 light 
years away from Earth. The newly confirmed 
exoplanet’s o!cial name is HIP 116454 b.

The new planet is classified a “Super-Earth”: 
2.5 times the diameter of earth and 12 times  
its mass. Learn more.

New centre to analyse problem gambling
Probing the psychology of gambling, helping 
problem gamblers, and enhancing gaming 
policy are key goals for the new Centre for 
Gambling Research at UBC.

The Centre — one of only a handful of such 
research hubs globally — is headed by  
leading gambling psychologist Luke Clark,  
who joined UBC last year from the  
University of Cambridge. Learn more.

Check less to reduce email stress
Is your inbox burning you out? Then take  
heart — research from the University of  
British Columbia suggests that easing up  
on email checking can help reduce 
psychological stress. Learn more.

STUDENT FEATURE 
Fiona Jones, Current UBC student from Ardingly College, UK
The most noticeable di"erence between my UBC experience and my friends and 
family in the UK is that I get to take elective courses and experience so many 
di"erent disciplines. I am planning to major in human geography but this term 
alone am taking courses in anthropology and political science, as well as my 
geography courses. 

UBC’s Jumpstart orientation program is an amazing way to learn about Vancouver 
and make new friends. When school started I knew my way around and where all 
the buildings my classes were in — as well as a few people in my classes. Meeting 
amazing new friends who are truly international is definitely one of the best part 
of my UBC experience so far. 

I have found that people are very friendly and outgoing in Canada compared to 
the UK. They really do have a positive and helpful attitude towards strangers. At 
first, I found it intimidating that people would just come up to you and initiate a 
conversation or o"er help, but I now love it and I am always meeting new people. 

UBC Representative in the UK
Tom Whittaker, a UK national and former 
international student himself, is based 
full-time in the UK and is available for 
school visits and meetings with students 
and parent, as well as being available to 
answer any of your UBC related questions.

Check out this presentation to learn more 
about Tom and the University of British 
Columbia. 

Email: tom.whittaker@ubc.ca## 
Phone: 07557 522378
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Pacific Spirit Regional Park, steps from UBC’s Vancouver campus
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2 Economist 2014 Most Liveable Cities Ranking

APPLYING TO UBC — NEXT STEPS

STUDENTS: Make sure that you have completed the 
online application by 31st January. 

SCHOOL OFFICIALS: Submit o!cial documents for 
your students by 15th March. Please follow the o!cial 
guidelines or contact Tom Whittaker for more details.

Important Dates for UK 
Students and Counsellors

#1 UBC ranked most international 
university in North America1

Vancouver top internationally for 
Culture, Environment, and Health Care2

FACULTIES
CREATIVE AND CRITICAL STUDIES

REHABILITATION SCIENCESMANAGEMENT NURSING SCIENCEPHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
JOURNALISM ARTS EDUCATION

ARCHITECTURE DENTISTRY LAW
MUSICAPPLIED SCIENCE FORESTRY

KINESIOLOGY HEALTH AND EXERCISE SCIENCES

COMPUTER SCIENCE BUSINESS
SOCIAL WORK LAND AND FOOD SYSTEMS

UBC’S JUMPSTART for international students is the 
LARGEST student orientation program in NORTH AMERICA 
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Undergraduate students at 
UBC’s Okanagan Campus

350+ 
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April (dates TBC):  
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Monthly eRecruitment Events
Check your email or your UBC 

student account for details
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