
 

 

Canada’s Universities  
Your springboard to success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for an unforgettable experience that will last a lifetime? 
 
More than 265,000 international students select Canada for a 
premier education, at all levels of study, benefiting from 
credentials that lead to global career opportunities and an 
exciting cross-cultural experience.  
 
Choose from any of Canada’s universities for the highest quality 
education and return home with a globally recognized degree. 
 
Canada’s universities are recognized for a variety of programs 
and internationally-valued qualifications. Institutions nationwide 
offer thriving campus communities supporting world-class 
research environments.  
 
More than 10,000 undergraduate and graduate degree programs 
are offered at more than 100 institutions nationwide. Programs 
range from business, astronomy and international relations, to 
genetics, fine arts and more.  Students are prepared for a variety 
of professions and learn the inter-cultural skills to make a positive 
contribution to the global economy upon entering the workforce.  
 
The high quality of Canadian university education is assured by 
membership in the Association of Universities and Colleges of 
Canada (AUCC) and provincial/territorial government charters. 

 
Join the thousands of international students and researchers who 
choose Canada as a springboard to success! 
 
 

Variety is the spice of life 
 
Canada offers a wealth of higher education choices. Whether you 
prefer a campus with large research facilities in a buzzing urban 
centre or a small liberal arts institution in a quiet rural setting – 
Canada has quality programs to suit every taste. 
 

 
Degree options to suit your needs 
 
Canada’s universities grant a full range of degree options, from three-to-four year bachelor’s degrees, to 
master’s and doctoral (PhD) levels. Other options include professional degrees in medicine, law, 
architecture and dentistry to name a few, as well as certificates, diplomas and short career-focused 
programs. 
 
Many universities offer full-time and part-time enrolment options as well as cooperative education, 
distance learning and continuing education. Programs are offered in English or French, while some 
institutions offer instruction in both official languages. 
 
 

Some unique study programs 
 
 Ecosystem management 

 Disaster and emergency management 

 Marine institute programs 

 Crop production 

 Forensic dentistry 

Did you know? 

 In 2013, there were approximately 138,000 
international students studying at Canadian 
universities (120,000 full-time and 18,000 part-
time) from over  200 countries. (Source: AUCC 
adapted from Statistics Canada, Postsecondary 
Student Information System, 2011. This does not 
constitute an endorsement by Statistics Canada of 
this product.” 

 More than 10,000 degree programs are offered at 
more than 100 institutions nationwide.  

 The university sector is the second largest 
performer of research in Canada. In 2012, higher 
education institutions performed an estimated 38 
percent of R&D activities (Statistics Canada). This 
share is significantly larger than the OECD 
average (19 percent), and in key comparator 
countries such as the US (15 percent), UK (27 
percent) and Australia (27 percent) (Source OECD, 
Main Science and Technology Indicators, 2013). 
Canadian universities, therefore, play a more 
critical role in Canada’s innovation system than in 
key comparator, or industrialized comparator, 
countries.   



 

 

 
 
 

Graduate studies in Canada 

 
There are three types of graduate degrees: 
 
Course-based master's degree and a research-based master's degree 
 
This requires successful completion of specific graduate-level courses and is typically one or two years in 
duration. A research-based master’s degree requires completion of both graduate-level courses and a 
thesis and is typically two years in duration. Graduate students usually choose a thesis topic in 
consultation with a graduate supervisor, although many universities require a statement of research 
interests as part of the application process. 
 
Doctoral or PhD degree 
 
This requires completion of original research and defending a thesis that makes a substantial contribution 
to the advancement of knowledge in the chosen field of study. The doctoral degree usually requires two 
or three years of full-time residency, although it is common to require more time for directed research and 
writing to complete the thesis portion. 
 
 

Rewarding research opportunities 
 
When you pursue your research goals in Canada, you become a 
valued member of a scientific community that is internationally 
recognized for excellence and enjoys a long-standing tradition of 
delivering on discovery. Canada’s researchers often obtain 
industry funding and regularly collaborate with world-class 
partners engaged in groundbreaking, innovative work at all levels 
of study, including at the undergraduate level. Canadian 
universities are committed to international research collaboration 
and are constantly seeking new research opportunities. Close to 
50 percent of publications from Canada are co-authored from 
other countries – which is double the average. 
 

 
Financial support 
 
There are a number of scholarship and award programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels to 
assist international students. This financial aid is awarded based on criteria such as academic success, 
community involvement, athletic excellence, references from instructors and employers, or purely 
financial need. Find out more at: www.scholarships.gc.ca  
 

 
A sampling of Federal scholarship programs 
 

 The Canada Graduate Scholarships program supports 2,500 master’s and 2,500 doctoral students 
annually. 

 The Georges Philias Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships support 500 Canadian and international 
doctoral students annually with grants worth $50,000 per year for up to three years.  

 70 Banting postdoctoral fellowships are awarded annually in the social sciences and humanities, health 
research, and natural sciences and engineering. 

 The Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERC) program awards 10 million dollars over seven years 
to support the world’s leading scholars. 

 
 

Research that works 
 
Canada is home to life-changing discoveries like 
insulin, the electron microscope, the pacemaker 
and the Canadarm - used in space exploration. 
 
Canadian universities spinoff research-based 
companies at a higher rate than other countries, 
including the U.S. 

http://www.scholarships.gc.ca/


 

 

 

 
Benefits beyond the classroom 
 

 University life in Canada extends beyond the lecture hall to 
student exchanges, orientation sessions, support programs, 
and academic advising 

 Valuable campus services such as prayer rooms, safewalk 
programs, student clubs, and assistance with medical 
concerns or housing issues are offered 

 International students can often work while they study, taking 
advantage of many cooperative education and internship 
opportunities 

 Universities play a vital role in their local communities, offering 
concerts and plays, day care centers, sports and fitness 
facilities, lecture series, museums, on-campus radio stations 
and art galleries 

 
 

Your future is waiting – and it starts right here 
 
Studying in Canada will teach you to solve problems, think critically and creatively, present your ideas 
persuasively, work in teams, gain globally recognized skills and make effective decisions – all attributes in 
high-demand by today’s top employers.  
 
With a Canadian university degree, you can confidently enter the global workforce armed with new ideas 
to improve the world around you. The contacts you will make and the actions you will be prepared to take 
will open limitless possibilities for your success. 
 

 
For more information 
 
Consult these helpful online resources to learn more: 
 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) 
www.aucc.ca 
 

 The Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) is the voice of Canada’s universities. 
AUCC represents 97 Canadian public and private not-for-profit universities and university-degree level 
colleges. Visit the web site to browse a database of programs offered.  
 
 
Association des universités de la francophonie canadienne (AUFC) 
www.aufc.ca 
 

 L’Association des universités de la francophonie canadienne (AUFC) has for mission to promote the 
quality of the teaching and the research done in the francophone universities in Canada. The AUFC 
represents 14 francophone or bilingual universities located across Canada. 
 
Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials (CICIC) 
www.cicic.ca 
 
The Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials (CICIC) collects, organizes, and distributes 
information, and acts as a national clearing house and referral service to support the recognition and 
portability of Canadian and international educational and occupational qualifications. 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
 
You can work to gain valuable experience 
or help finance your stay while you study in 
Canada.  
 
After graduation, you can apply to 
immigration programs such as the Canada 
Experience Class, which facilitates 
immigration for those who wish to stay and 
pursue a career in Canada.  
 
Find out more at: www.cic.gc.ca  

http://www.aucc.ca/
http://www.aufc.ca/
http://www.cicic.ca/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/

