
      
 

Trinity College Choral Residential: 24-27 July 2014  
A new residential in Cambridge for students interested in Choral and Organ 
Scholarships, or Music. 
 
 
Trinity College is pleased to announce that applications are now open 
for its new Choral Residential.  

The Residential is a chance to stay in Trinity, sing alongside Trinity 
College Choir under Director of Music Stephen Layton, to have singing 
lessons, coaching in sight reading and aural skills, and to get a feel for 
life as a Choral or Organ Scholar at Cambridge.  For those intending to 
study Music at university, an introduction will also be given in 
harmony, counterpoint and analysis by Director of Studies in Music, 
Paul Wingfield, giving students an idea of what will be expected of 
them at interview. 

The residential is intended for students in Year 11, 12 and 13 (or 
equivalent) who are considering applying for a Choral or Organ 
Scholarship at Cambridge (alongside any subject) or to study Music at 
university. In order to be eligible, students must be aged 16 or over by 
24th July 2014. 
 
The Residential includes three nights’ accommodation in Trinity, as well as lunch, dinner and 
breakfast in College, and it is free of charge.  It is primarily aimed at academically-talented singers 
(or organists) who have not had a great deal of experience of choral singing, especially from schools 
without an established tradition of sending students for Choral Scholarships. 
 
 
Itinerary  
 
Beginning at 12.00 noon on Thursday 24 July, the participants will first rehearse alongside the 
members of Trinity College Choir, who will be in College throughout the residential and hosting 
those on the Residential.  The repertoire to be sung will be mostly straightforward and some will be 
circulated in advance, so no-one should feel apprehensive about their sight-reading skills. 
 
All participants on the course will also have one-to-one singing lessons (or organ lessons for 
organists) and will be coached in small groups by current Trinity Choral and Organ Scholars. 
 
The climax of the residential will be a public recital sung alongside Trinity College Choir at 3.00pm on 
Sunday 27 July, to which friends and family would be welcome and which will also be webcast live on 
the internet. 
 
Participants will stay in Trinity’s student accommodation, and eat meals in the Hall, getting a real 
feel for what it’s like to live and study in Cambridge.  There will also be time to explore the city 
centre and visit neighbouring colleges. 



 
About Trinity College Choir 
 
Trinity College’s world-renowned Choir is primarily made up of undergraduates at the College.  The 
Choir is socially rich and diverse, partly due to the range of academic subjects read by Choral 
Scholars: Music, Maths, Natural Sciences, Engineering, Law, Theology, English, Classics, Modern 
Languages etc.  
 
Choral Scholars at Trinity College 
combine the singing of the weekly 
services in the Chapel with an exciting 
array of recordings, concerts and tours 
outside term. In 2015 the Choir will tour 
the USA and, in 2016, Australia. The 
major record release in 2013 was a CD of 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio recorded with 
the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment. 
 
Although Choral Scholars must balance 
this commitment with their own degree, 
they invariably find time to pursue other 
projects in Cambridge. Members of Trinity College Choir can regularly be found performing in 
operas, directing plays, playing football, singing close harmony, giving solo recitals and much more 
besides. 
 
For more information about the Choir see: www.trinitycollegechoir.com  
 
 

Eligibility  
 
The Residentials are open to Year 11, 12 and 13 (or equivalent) students at UK schools who will be 
aged 16 or over by the first day of the Residential and are considering applying for a Choral or Organ 
scholarship at Cambridge, or to study Music at University.  
 
Please note that we are not looking for fully developed voices or for students who already have a 
large amount of choral experience.  The idea of this residential is to help bridge the gap for those 
students who might be put off applying for a choral scholarship as they think they don't have enough 
experience.  We are looking for talented musicians with a passion for singing and an ambition to 
study at Cambridge.  Those with little experience of singing church music should also not be 

discouraged from applying. 
 
 
Applications  
 
To apply for a place on the Residentials, students must complete an online application form by 5pm 
on Monday 16th June 2014. The application form can be found here:  
 

http://www.access.trin.cam.ac.uk/choral-residential-24-27-july/ 
 



Two nominated teachers will then be contacted by email to provide short references. We will 
require an academic reference from a current teacher (of any subject) as well as a second reference 
from a Music teacher (of any instrument). The Music teacher can be external to the school/college 
that the student currently attends. 
 
Applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application by Friday 27th June. If selected to 
attend, applicants will be sent a confirmation form and a code of conduct, which they must print and 
have signed by both a parent/guardian and a teacher before returning it by post to Trinity College. 
This is to confirm that they have permission to attend the Residential in Cambridge.  
 
Places are limited so please apply as early as possible. It will not be possible to consider 
applications after the deadline of 5pm on Monday 16th June. 
 
 
Selection Criteria  
 
There are 36 places available on the residential, ideally distributed evenly across voice parts. We 

anticipate being oversubscribed and we regret that it will not be possible to offer a place to every 

applicant.  We will give priority to those whose academic record shows strong evidence of the 

potential to succeed in a degree at Cambridge, including especially those who come from non-

traditional and disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

Applications will be assessed on the student’s academic record, their commitment to exploring 

relevant subjects at a higher level, their musical experience and their teachers’ references. Trinity 

College is keen to encourage applications from academically high-achieving students with little or no 

family tradition of Higher Education, who are capable of achieving A*AA at A2 Level. We will 

therefore also consider relevant information such as the level of qualifications attained by 

parents/guardians and eligibility for free school meals. 

  
If you have any questions about the Choral Residential, please contact Jess Munro at 

schools.liaison@trin.cam.ac.uk 
 



 


